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Every cancer. Every life.”

$500,000 Grant Fuels American Cancer Society’s VOICES of
Black Women Study Addressing Cancer Risk and Outcomes in
Black Women

Funds will focus on accelerating recruitment efforts across North Texas
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DALLAS, (TX), FEBRUARY 19, 2026 - In recognition of Black History Month and the
ongoing need for health equity, the American Cancer Society (ACS) has received a
$500,000 grant from Communities Foundation of Texas (CFT) to support recruitment
efforts for the VOICES of Black Women® study, the largest population study of cancer risk
and outcomes in Black women. This investment underscores a shared commitment to
advancing data-driven insights that improve outcomes for people affected by cancer.

Led by American Cancer Society researchers, Dr. Alpa Patel and Dr. Lauren McCullough,
the VOICES of Black Women study is designed to better understand the multi-level drivers
of cancer incidence, mortality and resilience within this demographic. The long-term study
will gather valuable data from Black women between the ages of 25 and 55 from diverse
backgrounds and income levels who have not been diagnosed with cancer. The American
Cancer Society aims to enroll over 100,000 Black women nationwide. With funding from
Communities Foundation of Texas, the organization will expand recruitment efforts across
North Texas through public awareness campaigns and community-driven engagement
strategies.

"At Communities Foundation of Texas, we are committed to advancing health outcomes
as we seek to build a thriving community for all. ACS has a 70-year plus history of proven
expertise in leading groundbreaking research. This funding will help increase the number
of community members they can reach and accelerate their research,” said Wayne White,
President & CEO, Communities Foundation of Texas.”

“VOICES of Black Women is an essential and long-overdue step toward health equity,”
said Jeff Fehlis, Executive Vice President for the American Cancer Society. “When we


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ri55vswn4ribvcmbnwivs/AMpKu37glomFWkZU58EuzRg?rlkey=5ppgewynwbwnyqe6kt8h7fp8o&st=o5f529po&dl=0
https://voices.cancer.org/

understand the experiences of Black women, we deepen our knowledge of cancer
inequities and can work toward more effective solutions.”

Study enroliment is now open. Eligible participants must identify as Black, be assigned
female at birth or self-identify as women, have never been diagnosed with cancer -
(except basal or squamous skin cancer), and be between the ages of 25 and 55. Enrolled
participants will collaborate with researchers by sharing behavioral, environmental, and
lived experiences through short surveys delivered at least twice a year via a secure
online portal. No medication, clinical testing, treatment, or lifestyle changes are part of the
study.

The American Cancer Society believes everyone should have a fair and just opportunity to
prevent, find, treat and survive cancer. Acting on this belief and fulfilling the organization’s
vision of ending cancer as we know it for everyone requires focus on eliminating deeply
rooted barriers that have caused long-standing inequities in cancer outcomes. The
VOICES of Black Women® study represents a significant stride towards achieving this
goal and underscores the organization's unwavering commitment to health equity and
social justice.

For more information about the VOICES of Black Women® study and how to participate,
please visit voices.cancer.org.

About the American Cancer Society

The American Cancer Society is a leading cancer-fighting organization with a vision to end
cancer as we know it, for everyone. For more than 110 years, we have been improving the
lives of people with cancer and their families as the only organization combating cancer
through advocacy, research, and patient support. We are committed to ensuring everyone
has an opportunity to prevent, detect, treat, and survive cancer. To learn more, visit
cancer.org or call our 24/7 helpline at 1-800-227-2345. Connect with us on Facebook, X,
and [nstagram.
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